The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit #3

“The Baptism of the Holy Spirit”

1 Corinthians 12:13

When it comes to who we are and what we believe, it is essential that we understand some basic terms and concepts. In regard to the subject of the Holy Spirit, this is particularly true. There is the baptism of the Spirit, the filling of the Spirit, the fruit of the Spirit, the gifts of the Spirit…the list goes on and on. Perhaps you have heard these phrases before, but how well do you know what they mean?

“What’s the big deal?” someone might ask. “Why is it so important what I believe about these things?” The answer is simple: What you believe determines how you behave.
  Behavior demonstrates belief. Belief determines behavior. Therefore it is of the utmost importance what we believe, for it will ultimately determined how we behave. And when it comes to this crucial doctrine of the person and work of the Holy Spirit, we must believe correctly if we ever hope to behave correctly.

This morning I want to consider this subject of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

The Definition of Spirit Baptism 

Let’s first consider the definition of Spirit baptism. The Greek word baptizo has two meanings, one literal and the other figurative. The word literally means, “to submerge,” but the figurative meaning is “to be identified with.” The baptism of the Spirit is that act of God by which He identifies believers with the exalted Head of the church, Jesus Christ, and forms the spiritual body of Christ on earth.
 
This concept appears seven times in Scripture, all in the New Testament. As John Stott writes, “This is an exclusively New Testament expression, but that it is also a fulfilment of Old Testament expectation.”
 While the promise of the Spirit appears in several Old Testament prophecies, the major one is found in Joel 2:28-32,

And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days. I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.

This is the text of Peter’s Pentecost sermon. We will return to it later in this message.

John the Baptist predicted the baptism of the Spirit in Matthew 3:11, “I baptize you with water for repentance. But…He [meaning Jesus] will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.” Jesus told His disciples in Acts 1:4-5, “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” We know that historically this took place first on the Day of Pentecost; today, it takes place whenever a sinner trusts Jesus Christ and is born again.

Turn with me to 1 Corinthians 12:13—a text Dr. Henry M. Morris calls “a definitive verse on one of the great themes of the Bible.”
 The verse reads, “For we were all baptized by [or “in”] one Spirit into one body…” That is a pretty straight-forward verse, right? Once we understand what “baptized” means, all of the words in that verse are easy to understand. Yet in its simplicity it is very profound.

Stott points out that in every kind of baptism there are four parts. There is the subject—the baptizer, if you will; the object—the baptizee; the element in which the object is baptized; and the purpose for which the baptism takes place.
 From Matthew 3:11 we know that the subject (or baptizer) is Jesus. Paul writes in this verse that the object (or baptizee) is “we all.” The element in which the object is baptized is the Spirit (“in one Spirit”) and the purpose is seen in the last phrase, “into one body.” Putting it all together, all believers are baptized by Jesus in the Spirit to become one body.

Most English translations render this verse “by one Spirit.” Morris points out that the Greek verb en can take on several meanings (“by”, “with”, or “through”) depending on the context, but is most frequently and most naturally rendered simply as “in.”
 Since Jesus is identified as the one who baptizes with the Spirit, we should understand Paul to say in this verse that we are baptized in or with the Spirit by Christ. 

The Distinction of Spirit Baptism
This leads to the distinction of Spirit baptism. Is the baptism of the Spirit the same as water baptism? What is the relationship between them? 

Some believe that they are one and the same, that when a person is baptized in water, they are at that time baptized in the Spirit. Conversely, in order to be baptized in the Spirit, one must be baptized in water. Since Paul writes in Romans 8:9, “If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ,” the logical conclusion is that one must be baptized in water in order to be saved.

I do not believe, however, that Scripture supports such a view. In Acts 10, Peter preaches the gospel to Cornelius, a Roman soldier, and his family. As he preached, the Holy Spirit came upon them. Peter said in verse 47, “Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” They had been baptized in the Spirit before they were baptized in water. Furthermore, in Acts 19, the believers in Ephesus had been baptized in water, but had not been baptized in the Spirit. Certainly this points to two different experiences.

“But what about Ephesians 4:5, where Paul says there is ‘one baptism’?” In its context, speaking of the universal body of Christ, this is most likely referring to Spirit baptism. As Warren Wiersbe points out, “As far as the one [universal] body is concerned, there is one baptism—the baptism of the Spirit. But as far as local bodies of believers are concerned, there are two baptisms: the baptism of the Spirit, and water baptism.”
 
Why is this? Spirit baptism is inward, personal, and private, as the Holy Spirit comes in and takes up residence within the believer. Water baptism is outward and public, as the believer testifies to the fact that he or she is now in Christ.
 As Stott puts it, “Water-baptism is the public rite of initiation into Christ. It is the symbol of which Spirit-baptism is the reality.”
 Just as the bread and cup symbolize the body and blood of Christ, so water baptism symbolizes being baptized in the Holy Spirit.

“But what about 1 Peter 3:21, where Peter says, ‘this baptism now saves you’?” This is a favorite verse for those who teach baptismal regeneration. But a complete reading of the verse demonstrates the fallacy of this thinking. Ray Stedman explains it:

This water [the water of the Genesis flood] symbolizes baptism [the baptism of the Holy Spirit] that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body [which is what water baptism accomplishes] but the pledge of a good conscience toward God [which is accomplished by salvation]. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

The whole teaching of Scripture is that Christianity is inward, not outward. True, it is expressed outwardly, but it is experienced inwardly. Just as some Jews trusted in the outward act of circumcision to save them, some Christians trust in the outward act of water baptism to save them. But the truth is that no outward activity of man saves. If I may paraphrase Romans 2:28-29,

A man is not a [Christian] if he is only one outwardly, nor is [baptism] merely outward and physical. No, a man is a [Christian] if he is one inwardly; and [baptism] is [baptism] of the heart, by the Spirit, not by [water]. Such a man's praise is not from men, but from God.

I am not trying to say that water baptism is unnecessary or optional; since when are any of God’s commands optional? We are commanded to be baptized as a public testimony of our faith in Christ. But nowhere are we commanded to be baptized in the Spirit! Why? Because that is already done when we first place our faith in Christ.

Why is this such a big deal? Because there are occasions—albeit rare—when a person trusts in Christ but is unable to be baptized in water. What about the criminal on the cross next to Jesus? What about those who trust in Christ on their deathbed? What about those who, for health reasons, cannot be immersed in water? What if a person trusts in Christ on Friday, but dies before they get to church the next Sunday to be baptized? This might sound ludicrous, but not for these folks or their families!

Furthermore, we must stay away from any form of Christianity that is dependent upon outward, physical actions for one’s salvation. “It is by grace we are saved through faith and not of works,” Paul wrote the Ephesians. 

Not to belabor the point, but I want to address one more matter in this topic. I have heard some in the Restoration Movement be very critical of Billy Graham because he does not immediately baptize those who respond to the Gospel message at his crusades. I would simply point to 1 Corinthians 1:17, “Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel…” If water baptism was necessary for salvation, could Paul—the greatest evangelist in history—have penned those words?

The Demonstration of Spirit Baptism
Let’s move on to the demonstration of Spirit baptism. Does the baptism of the Spirit mean speaking in tongues? After all, didn’t the apostles speak in tongues when they were baptized in the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost?

Yes, they did. And there is much confusion (and sometimes conflict) over what happened in this event and what we should take from it. What is rarely mentioned in this discussion, though, is any connection to the Old Testament, which Peter makes in his subsequent sermon. He quotes Joel 2:28-29 (mentioned above) as the explanation of this phenomenon. In that passage God promised to pour out His Spirit on all flesh, not just one or a few for a short time. What would result? “Your young men will prophesy,” Peter mentioned. What did it mean to “prophesy” in the Old Testament?

Most people think of prophecy as predicting the future, and this was one element of prophecy in the Old Testament. Others point out that prophesying was revealing the word of the Lord, either in speech or in writing, and this, too, is accurate. But there are several instances where the verb “prophesying” had a very different element. One is in Numbers 11:25, “Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke with him, and he took of the Spirit that was on him and put the Spirit on the seventy elders. When the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied, but they did not do so again.” Another is in 1 Samuel 10:6-7, where Samuel said to Saul, “The Spirit of the Lord will come upon you in power, and you will prophesy with them; and you will be changed into a different person.” 

What did this mean? In these cases “prophesy” meant that they gave ecstatic expression to an intense religious experience. The phrase, “but they did not do so again” indicates that the temporary gift of prophecy to the elders was primarily to establish their credentials as Spirit-empowered leaders.
 It was a sign to the onlookers that the Spirit of God had come upon them.

In the Numbers passage, Moses expressed the wish that “all the Lord’s people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit upon them.”
 This wish was foreshadowed in the Joel prophecy, and fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost. It is my own belief that the disciples did not each speak a known language which was heard by people hailing from all over the Roman Empire, but rather the miracle was in the ear of the listener, as the Holy Spirit translated their ecstatic utterances into their own language.

Now it is true that the apostles (and those with them) spoke in tongues. But what about the 3,000 who believed that same day? Did they speak in tongues? Stott explains,

This distinction between the two companies, the 120 and the 3,000, is of great importance, because the norm for today must surely be the second group, the 3,000, and not (as is often supposed) the first. The fact that the experience of the 120 was in two distinct stages was due simply to historical circumstances. They could not have received the Pente​costal gift before Pentecost. But those historical circum​stances have long since ceased to exist. We live after the event of Pentecost, like the 3,000. With us, therefore, as with them, the forgiveness of sins and the ‘gift’ or ‘baptism’ of the Spirit are received together.

Yes, one can find several instances in the book of Acts where those who received the Holy Spirit spoke in tongues. But one can also find many instances in the same book where the new believers did not speak in tongues. So this is not a conclusive argument.

A better place to establish a doctrinal stance on the question is 1 Corinthians 12, the most detailed treatment on the subject of spiritual gifts, particularly the gift of tongues. Isn’t it significant that in the major section dealing with gifts Paul points out that all believers have been bap​tized in the Spirit (verse 13), not just those who have one particular gift of the Spirit?
 Furthermore, in verse 30 Paul asks, “Do all speak with tongues?” and the Greek construction demands “No” as an answer. When Paul wrote to his Ephesian friends about the filling of the Holy Spirit, he said nothing about tongues. Nowhere in Scripture are we admonished to seek a baptism of the Holy Spirit, or to speak in tongues, but we are commanded to be filled with the Spirit.
 Does the baptism of the Spirit mean speaking in tongues? Scripture says, “Absolutely not.”

The Determination of Spirit Baptism

Finally, is the baptism of the Spirit something we ask for after we are saved? Some teach their followers to actively seek Spirit baptism after trusting in Christ. The answer is a definite “no.” In 1 Corinthians 12:13, Paul writes in the past tense: “In one Spirit were we all baptized into one body.”
 Leslie Flynn writes, 

Nowhere are believers commanded to seek the baptism of the Spirit. At regeneration every believer is baptized in the Spirit into the body of Christ. If a person has not been baptized in the Spirit, he is not in the body of Christ, and unsaved, for there’s no other way of entering Christ’s body. If he is in the body he has been bap​tized in the Spirit. Here is the reason for absence of any command in the Bible urging believers to seek the baptism of the Spirit. Why search for what they already have received at the outset of their Christian life? For the Christian to ask for the Spirit’s baptism is like a married man asking his wife to marry him.”

The reason why some churches teach that Christians must seek the baptism of the Spirit is because they misinterpret the baptism of the Spirit. It is not a secondary step beyond salvation, reserved for a select few who earnestly seek a deeper experience. No, the baptism of the Spirit is our initiation into Christ. It is our salvation. In this act Jesus baptizes us in the Holy Spirit, allowing the Spirit to take up residence within us. 

In conclusion, I would like to review where we have been this morning with five truths implied in the baptism of the Holy Spirit:

· Baptism in the Holy Spirit is an initial and not a secondary stage. 1 Corinthians 12:13 has past tense verbs. The filling of the Spirit is present tense and continuous, but the baptism of the Spirit is a past event for every believer. It is the initiation into the spiritual life.

· Baptism in the Holy Spirit is the common inheritance of all Christians, not just a select few – “all were baptized into one Spirit.”

· Baptism in the Holy Spirit is a uniting experience, not a divisive one. We are “baptized into one body.” It is to appreciate the unity of the body of Christ.

· Baptism in the Holy Spirit implies a variety of spiritual gifts, not a uniform pattern. The same Spirit that unites us gives a diversity of gifts. Therefore, there is no one spiritual gift (i.e., speaking in tongues) that denotes being baptized in the Holy Spirit.

· Baptism in the Holy Spirit signifies the beginning of a continuous advance, not a sudden arrival. In this Spirit baptism we are “born again,” and as spiritual babies, we begin a lifelong journey of growing up in Christ. Baptism in the Spirit is the start, the filling of the Spirit is the continuation.

If you have trusted Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, you have been baptized in the Holy Spirit. No person did that for you, nor did you do that for yourself. Jesus Christ is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit. If you are in Christ, you have the Spirit of God living inside you. If you don’t have the Spirit, you are not saved.

If you have been baptized in the Holy Spirit but have not been baptized in water, why not? We are commanded of God to do so as a public, outward testimony of what He has done on the inside. I’m not suggesting you are not saved if you haven’t been baptized…just that you are not obedient.

If you have been convinced that the baptism of the Spirit is some later, dramatic experience after your salvation, you have been misled. It’s just not true. As a follower of Christ, you have God the Holy Spirit living inside of you, right now. He wants to do amazing things in your life, if you will let Him. In the weeks to come we will examine those things.

If you have never trusted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, you do not have the Holy Spirit. Commit your life to Christ, and you will be baptized in the Holy Spirit. Do it today.
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