Thanksgiving as a Way of Living #3

“The Act of Thanksgiving: Glorifying”

selected Scriptures

“Why am I here?” 

Have you ever asked that question? By “here” I don’t mean a specific place, but rather, “Why do I exist?” This is considered one of the four basic questions of philosophy along with, “Who am I?”, “Where did I come from?”, and “Where am I going?”

If you have asked these questions, you are not alone. Three thousand years ago David looked to the sky and asked in Psalm 8:3-4, “When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?” Similarly, the Westminster Shorter Catechism begins with the question: “What is the chief end of man?” and answers: “Man’s chief end is to glorify God and enjoy Him for ever.”

That sounds simple enough. But what does it mean to “glorify God”? And what does that have to do with Thanksgiving?

Allow me to address the second question first. This month we are considering Thanksgiving as a way of living, and I propose that the act of thanksgiving is glorifying. Psalm 69:30 says, “I will praise God’s name in song and glorify him with thanksgiving.” So what does it mean to glorify God?

The Hebrew term translated “glorify” in that verse is gadal (gaw-dal’), meaning, “to make great” or “magnify.” To glorify someone means to bestow honor, praise or admiration on them. People tend to glorify other people. Athletes are glorified for their physical talents and championships. Political leaders are glorified for their leadership. Unfortunately, we are often disappointed by these all-too-human objects of glory. Only God is worthy of glorifying.
However, we must not imagine that God needs to be glorified by us. His glory belongs to Him and we cannot add anything to it (Isaiah 48:11; Acts 17:25). It is for our good that He commands us to glorify Him, for it is only by living to glorify Him that we can be truly holy and happy (1 Timothy 6:6; Philippians 4:12–13).

Let’s consider the act of thanksgiving, which is glorifying God.
The Appeal to Glorify the Lord

We begin with the appeal to glorify the Lord. Psalm 34:3 says, “Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt His name together.” These two phrases echo the same thought; to glorify the Lord is to exalt His name. The psalmist calls on others to join him in glorifying God.

Psalm 86:12 reads, “I will praise you, O Lord my God, with all my heart; I will glorify your name forever.” Here glorifying God’s name is the same as praising Him. Notice that this is done “with all my heart”—nothing ritualistic or stagnant about this.

Psalm 96:1-3 commands, “Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. Sing to the Lord, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day. Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples.” These directives are not suggestions; they are orders. And there are no exceptions for those who can’t carry a tune in a bucket. Quality of voice is not a prerequisite.

Psalm 147:7 connects this concept with thanksgiving: “Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; make music to our God on the harp.” Instrumental as well as vocal music can be used to glorify the Lord.

The appeal to glorify the Lord goes out to all of His people.

The Act of Glorifying the Lord

This brings us to the act of glorifying the Lord. Perhaps the best-known act of glorifying the Lord is to honor Him with praise or worship. When we glorify Him, we acknowledge His greatness and splendor and laud Him for it. When we “give Him glory,” we direct our praise, adoration, thanksgiving, and worship to Him who alone is worthy.

Scripture makes our responsibility to glorify God evident from cover to cover.  First Chronicles 16:7–36 presents a model for giving glory to God. 

That day David first committed to Asaph and his associates this psalm of thanks to the Lord: Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make known among the nations what he has done. Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts. Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always. Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he pronounced, O descendants of Israel his servant, O sons of Jacob, his chosen ones. He is the Lord our God; his judgments are in all the earth. He remembers his covenant forever, the word he commanded, for a thousand generations, the covenant he made with Abraham, the oath he swore to Isaac. He confirmed it to Jacob as a decree, to Israel as an everlasting covenant: “To you I will give the land of Canaan as the portion you will inherit.” When they were but few in number, few indeed, and strangers in it, they wandered from nation to nation, from one kingdom to another. He allowed no man to oppress them; for their sake he rebuked kings: “Do not touch my anointed ones; do my prophets no harm.” Sing to the Lord, all the earth; proclaim his salvation day after day. Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the Lord made the heavens. Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and joy in his dwelling place. Ascribe to the Lord, O families of nations, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength, ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name. Bring an offering and come before him; worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness. Tremble before him, all the earth! The world is firmly established; it cannot be moved. Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let them say among the nations, “The Lord reigns!” Let the sea resound, and all that is in it; let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them! Then the trees of the forest will sing, they will sing for joy before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. Cry out, “Save us, O God our Savior; gather us and deliver us from the nations, that we may give thanks to your holy name, that we may glory in your praise.” Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. Then all the people said “Amen” and “Praise the Lord.”

As Asaph is installed as the chief minister before the ark of God, David instructs him in the method of worship:

· give praise to the Lord (verse 8)

· proclaim the greatness of God’s name (verse 8)

· tell the whole world what God has done (verses 8–9, 24)

· sing to the Lord (verses 9, 23)

· glory, or exult, in His name (verse 10)

· rejoice in Him (verse 10)

· seek out the Lord and trust in His power (verse 11) 

· remember all the Lord’s mighty deeds (verse 12) 

· ascribe glory and strength to Him because it is His due (verses 28–29). 

· bring an offering to God (verse 29).

· worship the Lord (verse 29)

· give thanks to God for His goodness and love (verse 34)

· cry out to God for deliverance (verse 35) 



Paul exhorts the church in Romans 15:5-9,

May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs so that the Gentiles may glorify God for his mercy, as it is written: “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing hymns to your name.”  

Unity among believers glorifies God and is a strong testimony to unbelievers.

We can, of course, glorify God with our words of praise and thanksgiving. We can also glorify God through our works of service for Him. Jesus said in Matthew 5:16, “Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” Bearing fruit for the kingdom of God also brings glory to Him.
 In 1 Corinthians 10:31 Paul writes, “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” 

Yet there is something important about speaking in our glorifying of God. I know many Christians who claim, “I don’t tell others about Jesus; I let my actions speak for me.” I can understand that…to a point. I am a firm proponent that unbelievers need to see Jesus in our lives before they hear Him from our lips. But at some point they need to hear Him from our lips! Otherwise they will never know why you live the way you do. They may chalk it up to a good upbringing or a positive temperament or just being a nice person. As Romans 10:14 asks, “How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?” Our witness must at some point involve words.
The Aftermath of Glorifying the Lord

Finally we see the aftermath of glorifying the Lord. I love the imagery found in 2 Corinthians 3:18, “And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” “Glory” represents the Greek word doxa, which was used to translate a Hebrew word shekinah which means “splendor” and “brightness.”  One student defined “glory” with the word “luminosity.”
 

When we look up at a night sky, the moon shines brightly, especially if no clouds obstruct our view. But did you know that the moon has no luminosity of its own? The light we see is not the light of the moon, but the light of the sun reflecting off of the moon. Like the moon, we reflect the Son…of God. Yet, like the moon, when the world gets in the way, our reflection diminishes. 

Paul later wrote in 2 Corinthians 4:6, “For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.” Several years ago the Newsboys recorded a hit entitled, “Shine.” The chorus went like this:

Shine—make ‘em wonder what you’ve got,
Make ‘em wish that they were not on the outside, looking bored.
Shine—let it shine before all men,
Let ‘em see good works and then let ‘em glorify the Lord.

Notice that when we let His light shine in our lives, others glorify the Lord. This is seen in Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:14-16,

You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.
When we glorify the Lord by our lives and our lips, others will glorify Him, too.

A second result of glorifying God is found in the words of John the Baptizer in John 3:30, “He must become greater; I must become less.” Glorifying God is humbling. We are not promoting ourselves but God. The goal of glorifying God is not for others to be impressed with what a great person I am, but what a great God He is.
Genuine humility calls attention to Christ, not to self. There’s a sad misconception among some Christians that genuine humility stems from feelings of worthlessness. They mistakenly think that “decreasing” self will “increase” Christ. Truth be told, the focus of attention is still self.

Don’t waste your time trying to decrease yourself by looking super-humble. That’s focusing on the wrong object. You’ll dig yourself into a hole trying to act humble, appear humble, and sound humble. Before long, you’ll be the proudest one in the church. Instead, stand aside. Forget yourself as you exalt Christ. Turn glory toward Him. And without your ever knowing it, humility will have emerged naturally.

John the Baptizer recognized that God owns it all and deserves all the glory. He knew that we find the greatest joy in fulfilling our purpose: “to glorify God, and to fully enjoy Him forever.”

I conclude by turning this thought around—by pointing out the aftermath of not glorifying God or giving thanks to Him. In Romans 1, Paul establishes the downward spiral of the human race because of sin. In verses 18-23 he writes,

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.

The rest of the chapter goes into gory detail about the depravity of humanity, but notice where it all began. Verse 21 states, “For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.” Most folks would not list ingratitude as one of the chief evils in the world, but God did. By not giving God the glory He deserves and giving Him thanks, the hearts and minds of human beings were corrupted, and all the sins that followed—those most folks would list as the chief evils of the world—grew out of that.
The act of thanksgiving is glorifying—by our lives and our lips. In the refrain of her 1875 hymn, “To God Be the Glory,” Fanny Crosby exhorts us to do what is right by praising the Lord for all His work: “O come to the Father through Jesus the Son and give Him the glory, great things He has done!”
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