Celebration of God’s Faithfulness

“Blessed to be a Blessing”

selected Scriptures

Growing up I learned a song, “I’m in the Lord’s Army” that went like this:

I may never march in the infantry,
Ride in the cavalry, shoot the artillery.
I may never fly o’er the enemy,
But I’m in the Lord’s army!
You might hear that and wonder, “Well, if you’re not marching, riding, shooting, or flying, what are you doing, then? How can you still be in the Lord’s army?”

That’s precisely what inspired this message.

It’s easy for a small church like ours that doesn’t see a lot of people coming to church, doesn’t have a lot of baptisms, and doesn’t offer the latest and greatest in music and children’s ministries to wonder if we really are a part of the overall body of Christ. Looking at other churches and ministries that have these things can make us feel that we are insignificant. And that would be a terrible mistake.

We are very much a part of the Lord’s army or the body of Christ or whatever imagery you wish to use. Our role may not grab headlines or even be noticed by many, but we are indispensable in the program of God for this generation. We may not be on the front lines, but we enable those who are on the front lines to do what they are doing.

We are part of the supply corps of the Lord’s army. Without being re-supplied on a regular basis, the front line troops cannot carry out their mission. (Just ask the Russian army in their present invasion of Ukraine.)

This past week I was reminded of the final sermon preached by the pastor I grew up under before he moved on to a new ministry. He had been preaching at our church for eleven and a half years and had witnessed the church grow from 75 to over 350. His last message was entitled, “Hold On To The Rope,” and was based on three Scriptures where individuals were let down by rope to safety or, in one case, salvation. He highlighted the spies let down by the rope in Joshua 2; Paul being let down in a basket over the city wall of Damascus in Acts 9; and the paralyzed man who was let down by four friends from the roof so that Jesus could heal him. In each of these instances the ones being lowered were depending on others holding on to the rope. Except for Rahab in Joshua 2, none of these folks are named in Scripture. But what if they hadn’t been holding on to the rope?

Maroa Christian Church is an anomaly: a small church in a small town that is still chugging along. We have had our ups and downs—church splits, fluctuations in giving and in attendance. It wasn’t that long ago that some wondered if this congregation would survive. But we are surviving, and even thriving! In the past seven years we have seen 21 new members, including 12 baptisms. Several more have become regular participants in our church family. In the words of our opening hymn, “To God be the glory, great things He has done!” So today we celebrate God’s faithfulness to Maroa Christian Church.

And this is not the result of this pastor or any other human being. I say with Paul in Romans 15:17-18, “Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God. I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me…” or us as a church. No, in the words of 2 Corinthians 4:15, “All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God.” To God be the glory, great things He has done!

Yes, Maroa Christian Church has been blessed throughout our 162 years, but that blessing is not meant to be kept to ourselves. Even as God told Abraham in Genesis 12:2, “I will bless you…and you will be a blessing to others.” [nlt] We have been blessed to be a blessing, and we celebrate God’s faithfulness through our church today.

As mentioned previously, Maroa Christian Church is part of the supply corps of the Lord’s army. I believe there are three ways we support the work of the Lord at home and around the world: by investment, by involvement, and by intercession.

Support by Investment

First, we support by investment. Those who minister to others need support themselves, as Romans 10:14-15 tells us, “How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can they preach unless they are sent?” 

Often the last line is left out, but those who preach must have a sending base in order to minister.

Paul was very aware of this need. He wrote in Philippians 1:4-5, “In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.” 

The Greek word translated “partnership” is koinonia, a familiar term to many often rendered “fellowship.” But I think “partnership” is a better word here, as they truly partnered with Paul in his efforts. He speaks of their support in Philippians 4:15-16,

In the early days of your acquaintance with the gospel…not one church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only; for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid again and again when I was in need.

To the Corinthian church he wrote in 2 Corinthians 9:6-15,

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. As it is written: “He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

These words have certainly been fulfilled here at Maroa Christian Church! Each quarter we take the total offerings given to the church and dedicate ten percent of that to missions. Some of these ministries are local, such as Little Galilee Christian Camp, The Vault, New Life Pregnancy Center, Lincoln Christian University, the CAMA Fund, while others are overseas missions, such as Lynn and Dori Cazier with CMF, Bob and Carol Marsh with Converge, Sam and Brittany Gill in Pakistan, Amy Cottle in Thailand, and many others. These are front-line ministries who cannot survive without support. We have also given to specific needs within our church and to those in our community. 

To God be the glory, great things He has done!

Support by Involvement

Second, we support by involvement. We do not have exact numbers as to how many volunteers from our church have given of their time and efforts to local ministries as well as money. I do know that several individuals have devoted their non-monetary resources to Little Galilee, New Life Pregnancy Center, The Vault, and others. 

“But I don’t have the skills or even the energy to volunteer at such places,” you may think to yourself. And that may be true—it takes a lot of energy to keep up with the kids at camp or at The Vault! Some are limited by time or transportation to personally go to these places.

That’s okay…God understands. But there is a way we can all support God’s work at and through Maroa Christian Church, and that is simply by our presence. I believe there is something to be said for the art of just showing up. Your presence means a lot to those in leadership and to those in attendance as well. Maybe it shouldn’t be this way, but it is: When attendance dips, the folks present can become discouraged and stop coming…and that discourages more folks who stop coming…it goes on and on. Yet the opposite is also true: When attendance increases, those who come are encouraged to come more, and are encouraged to invite others to come…and it goes on and on. 

Hebrews 10:22-25 has been called the “salad bowl” passage of the Bible, since in these four verses there are four commands beginning with the words “let us.” (“Let us” = “lettuce,” get it?) Beyond the lame attempt at humor, consider how these statements are best fulfilled:

Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

Yes, we can do some of these things by ourselves, but notice that the injunction is in the plural: “Let us…” When we gather for worship, instruction, fellowship, and prayer, we have an impact on one another. We draw near to God together…and to each other. We learn the Scriptures together…and grow spiritually together. We spur one another on through encouragement and accountability. And don’t forget verse 25! The Greek word for “meeting together” could literally read, “churching together.” I occasionally hear a person say, “I don’t have to go to church to be a Christian!” That may be true, but you do have to go to church to be an obedient Christian.

I am more and more inclined to believe that the spiritual gift of showing up exists, and that the Holy Spirit uses many Christians to encourage the work of the church just by showing up. Others who have the time and energy should find ways of being involved in our own church and in the ministries we support. It may not seem like much, but every little bit helps. We are blessed to be a blessing.

You may be doing little more than “holding on to the rope,” but without people like you holding on, the minister or ministry at the other end may not make it. We support the front lines in the army of God by involvement.

Support by Intercession
Finally, we support by intercession, or by our prayers. Several times Paul asked his readers to pray for him, as in 1 Thessalonians 5:25, “Brothers, pray for us.” The author of Hebrews similarly requested the intercession of his audience in Hebrews 13:18, “Pray for us.” I have heard countless pastors and missionaries and ministry leaders say, “As much as we appreciate financial support, we value your prayers even more.”

You might say, “I don’t know how to pray for them!” Paul gave some specific requests in his letters. In Romans 15:30-32 he wrote,

I urge you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in my struggle by praying to God for me. Pray that I may be rescued from the unbelievers in Judea and that my service in Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints there, so that by God's will I may come to you with joy and together with you be refreshed.

Pray for the protection of God’s workers on the front lines of ministry. They are the targets of the enemy, so pray for their personal protection and provision.

In Colossians 4:2-4 Paul requested, 

Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should.

Here is asks prayer for opportunity to spread the Gospel. Pray not only for the one speaking the Word but also for the ones hearing the Word. Pray that the Holy Spirit will work on their hearts and minds even before they hear the truth. 

In 2 Thessalonians 3:1-2 Paul combined the two thoughts,

Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you. And pray that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men, for not everyone has faith.

I recommend a prayer calendar to be used daily in praying for ministers and their ministries. Each day you can be reminded to support them by intercession, bringing them before the Lord in prayer. Many ministries and missionaries send out newsletters with specific requests—sign up for them and use them in your personal prayer time. This is a very real way of “holding on to the rope,” and it really only costs a little bit of time.

I close with a prayer from Paul for his readers, found in 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12, With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfill every good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your faith. We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
To God be the glory, great things He has done!
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