How to Hear God’s Voice #2

“What Are You Trying to Say?”

1 Corinthians 2:9-16
Ministry is a calling, not a gift. Those called to ministry are given gifts by God to be used in their service, but no minister has all the gifts. We are all better at some things than others.

One gift that many ministers have that I do not is the gift of small talk. I’m just not good at it. I suppose that’s why I have a difficult time in visiting situations, whether in someone’s home, hospital room, or nursing home. Unless we find a common interest, I’ve run out of things to say in the first few minutes. Those who have the “gift of gab” can spend hours visiting and both they and the ones visited are happy. I am more apt to get to the point…whatever that point is.

I don’t mean to imply that the gift of gab is a bad thing. I’m a bit envious of those who have it. But I read something this past week that makes me feel a little less badly about my deficiency: “God never says anything unless it is important and worth remembering. He doesn’t engage in chitchat. He doesn’t preface His remarks with anything. God is always to the point. He has something to say, and He says it precisely and concisely. God speaks clearly because He has specific objectives in mind. Thus it is to our great benefit to know His goal in speaking to us.”

Last week we began a series on “How to Hear God’s Voice,” and we established in the first message that God is indeed still speaking. This morning I want to move on to ask, “What are You trying to say?” Turn with me to 1 Corinthians 2:9-16, the passage read earlier, where Paul addresses how God speaks to us.

Verses 9-10 state, 

However, as it is written: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him”—but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. 

Paul is apparently quoting a source here, but it is difficult to know the source of this quotation. There is no passage in the Old Testament that runs exactly like this. Some have thought Paul was using a source outside the Scriptures, though the phrase, “as it is written” usually denotes an inspired source. Others wonder if this is not some quotation of Jesus not found in the Gospels. That is possible but not probable. He would have said that it was the words of Jesus, not mere that “it is written.” No, the most likely source here is a rather free paraphrase of Isaiah 64:4, which reads, “Since ancient times no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who acts on behalf of those who wait for him.” 

The important matter here is that God has revealed, or spoken, certain things to us by His Spirit. These fall into three broad categories for our consideration today.

Comprehension of the Truth

When God speaks to us, His first goal is that we may comprehend the truth. He desires that we understand fully what He is saying.
 In verses 10-12 we read,
The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man’s spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us.
The Greek term translated “knows” here is ginōskō referring to a knowledge born of deep personal understanding. This depth of understanding can come only as a gift by the assistance of the Holy Spirit.

Thus all believers have within them the Holy Spirit who perfectly knows the mind of God and who receives and communicates to our spirits the truth God wants us to hear. Although we were born with a bent away from God, the moment we received Christ as our Savior, the Holy Spirit came in to teach us the truth of who God is. Paul clearly stated this when he declared in 1 Corinthians 2:12, “Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God.” 

God promises to give us the Holy Spirit the moment we are saved. If we have trusted in Him, the Spirit communicates the divine wisdom of Christianity, because humans can never understand it on their own. The purpose of this revelation is twofold: “that we may know the things freely given to us by God” (verse 12) and that we may “speak” (verse 13) these things to others, ministering the Holy Spirit through the very words He inspired. These words of the Spirit—the words of Holy Scripture—are able to affect spiritual change because they are not merely human words, but words “taught by the Spirit.” Both the thoughts and the words are given by revelation from God.

I believe God has three primary areas He wants us to comprehend. First of all, under the heading of truth, He wants us to know the truth about Himself. He wants us to not just talk about but to grasp His majesty, His holiness, His power, His love, His grace, and His joy. When we begin to comprehend these mighty truths about the person of God, our lives are enriched, enabled, and energized.

Second, God wants us to know the truth about ourselves. God wants us to realize our importance in the scheme of His eternal plans and that our peculiarities sometimes hinder us. But most of all, God wants us to know our position and our supernatural privileges of who we are in Christ.

Third, He wants us to know the truth about other people. God wants us to see them no longer in the light of earthly wisdom, but to view them as His chosen instruments and His creations.

Verse 12 ends, “that we may understand what God has freely given [to] us.” “To us” comes first in the Greek with emphasis; it is not the learned philosophers but the humble Christians to whom God’s truth has been revealed. That it is revealed takes away all suggestion of superiority. There can be no feeling of pride when it is clear that all truth comes from God. Believers can claim no special skill or insight in themselves, only that God has revealed truth to them.

Conformation to the Truth

The second part of God’s goal in communicating to us is that we may be conformed to the truth. In Romans 8:29 Paul wrote that the Lord has predestined us “to be conformed to the image of His Son.”
How does God conform us to His image? Romans 12:2 tells us, “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” I like how J. B. Phillips translated this verse: “Don’t let the world around you squeeze you into its own mould, but let God re-mould your minds from within, so that you may prove in practice that the plan of God for you is good, meets all his demands and moves towards the goal of true maturity.” 

We are to listen in order to comprehend and to comprehend in order to be shaped and conformed to His truth. God never speaks in order to entertain us. God speaks that we may be made like Jesus. James wrote in James 1:23-24, “Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.” We are not simply to hear but also to obey—not simply to glance at the Word but also to grasp the Word. We are either in the process of resisting God’s truth or in the process of being shaped and molded by His truth.

Besides the Spirit’s work in guiding believers to comprehend the truth of the gospel, the Holy Spirit also dwells within believers from the moment they place their faith in Christ, beginning His work of conforming us into Christ’s image.
 Paul describes this process in 2 Corinthians 3:18, “And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”
God does not speak to us merely to inform us; He wants to transform us by the truth He speaks. Time spent listening to God’s voice ought to change us, not only in the ways we believe but also in the ways we behave. If we have followed Christ for years and have seen no change in our lives, we might honestly question whether we are really hearing God’s voice.

This is where I believe the difference between hearing and listening is apparent. To hear, one only requires ears that work and a brain that interprets the sounds. To listen, however, means to take what is said and do something about it. When parents yell at their child, “Can’t you hear me?” they really mean to ask, “Aren’t you listening to me?”

Communication of the Truth

The third objective God has in speaking is the communication of His truth. God never gives us anything to keep for ourselves. Whether it is money, insight, or truth, it has to be shared. Paul wrote in verse 13, “This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.” What we receive we pass on; the revealed truths are spoken by believers to others. This is not done in words taught us by human wisdom; the worldly-wise way is not the way to communicate the truth of God. Rather, we teach in words taught by the Spirit. The Spirit’s activity extends to providing the actual words used, and is not confined to the supplying of general ideas.

God revealed the truth of the gospel by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit expressed these truths in “spiritual words,” not merely human expression. Therefore, when we study the words of Scripture and pass them on to others, we become personally involved in God’s process of proclaiming the good news of salvation through Jesus Christ.

Jesus said in His Great Commission in Matthew 28:19–20, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” To those who witnessed His resurrection He declared in Acts 1:8, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Jesus let His disciples know that the truth He had taught them during the past three years was not to be kept in a personal reservoir of knowledge. They were to give away everything they had received.

In 2 Corinthians 5:20 Paul noted that we are “ambassadors for Christ.” The sole purpose of ambassadors is to relay policies and decisions of their superiors to the people of the countries they are assigned to. So it is that we have an obligation to declare to others the divine plan and scriptural policies of our Master.
In 2 Timothy 2:2 Paul admonished his young pupil Timothy, “And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.” Timothy was to communicate the truth he had learned through Paul’s instructions to others who would, in turn, pass it along.
 That is the essence of discipleship.

On a practical note, I find that communicating what I have learned to someone else helps me remember it better. Do you often read or hear something really good, only to forget it a short time later? I suggest that you share that insight with someone else. Not only will it bless them, the truth is reinforced in your own mind as you communicate it.

A specific way we communicate the truth God speaks to us is found in 2 Corinthians 1:3-4, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.” God often speaks to us during difficult times. He does so, not only to comfort us, but to equip us to bring comfort to others going through similar situations with the same truth with which we were comforted.
Paul concludes chapter two in verses 14-16,

The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to any man’s judgment: “For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.

Verse 14 explains why some people will not understand when we communicate God’s truth to them. Just as we cannot understand the depths of God without the Holy Spirit, so the one without the Spirit cannot receive His truth. I’m not suggesting that we never share God’s truth with unbelievers—how else can they be saved?—but recognize that they may not quickly (or ever) comprehend what we are saying. This also applies to immature Christians who are not in tune with the Holy Spirit. When you communicate God’s truth to them, they may look at you like you’re speaking a foreign language!

It is that inability that will lead some listeners to criticize us as being ignorant or naïve. That is why Paul adds in verse 15, “He himself is not subject to any man’s judgment.” This is not to say that the Christian will not be criticized for communicating God’s truth; it just doesn’t matter. We don’t answer to anyone on earth; we answer to Christ.

In verse 16 Paul makes the bold assertion that “we (the pronoun is emphatic) have the mind of Christ.” He does not mean that every Christian can understand all Christ’s thoughts. He means that the indwelling Holy Spirit reveals Christ. The spiritual person accordingly does not see things from the viewpoint of the worldly. He sees them from the viewpoint of Christ.

God speaks to those who are listening. In answering the question, “What are you trying to say?” we have seen that God speaks in order that we comprehend the truth, that we are conformed by the truth, and that we communicate the truth to others. Remember, “God never says anything unless it is important and worth remembering. He speaks clearly because He has specific objectives in mind. Thus it is to our great benefit to know His goal in speaking to us.”
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